


Assessment and Grading 
System at Platanos 

College 



Background 

ÅAssessment is integral to high quality 
teaching and learning.  

ÅIt helps teachers to ensure that our 
teaching is tailored to pupils and that 
learners are making expected or 
outstanding progress. 



Tracking data 

ÅAssessment judgements are recorded 
and backed by a body of evidence 
created using observations, records or 
work and formalised testing. 

ÅAssessment judgements are also 
moderated to ensure our assessments 
are fair, reliable and valid. 

 



Grading System 

ÅTeachers will assess pupils against 
standardised Success Criteria derive from 
the National Curriculum. 
Å These are short descriptions of what 

pupils are expected to know and be able to 
do, in each aspect of every subject.  
ÅWe will also use the quantitative 9-1 

grading scale, ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ 
actual attainment, in line with the recently 
reformed GCSE grading system. 
 



Grading using Success Criteria 



Example - Science 

 



Grading using 9-1 grading scale 



Ofqual grading 

Three key points where 
the old and the new 
system aligns: 
ÅThe bottom of grade 7 

is aligned with the 
bottom of grade A; 
ÅThe bottom of grade 4 

is aligned with the 
bottom of grade C; 
and 
ÅThe bottom of grade 1 

is aligned with the 
bottom of grade G. 
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Assessment cycle 



Assessment cycle ς Formal examinations 

ÅThere are three formal assessments per year (one per 
term). 

ÅPupils will complete an one hour exam for each of their 
subjects within the formal assessment week. 

ÅStaff will enter two academic grades: 
1. Current grade όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻƴƭȅύΦ 
2. Projection grade (the grade pupils are likely to attain at 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
progress). 

ÅIndividualised targets will be entered. 
ÅCHABOP grades will be entered. 
ÅReports will be sent home on a termly basis, detailing 
ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ  
 



Progress grades ς formal 
examination 

ÅDepending on the 
formal examination 
grade, pupils will be 
graded Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΩ, 
Ψ{ŜŎǳǊŜΩ or 
Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎΩ, based 
ƻƴ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ 
attainment and 
progress in relation 
to their end of year 
targets. 

Progress grades 

Extending 

Secure 

Developing  



Target setting 



Target setting 

Å9ǾŜǊȅ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ 
according to the Key Stage 2 results in 
Reading and Maths. 

ÅTargets are individualised because every 
pupil has a different starting point. 

ÅAs an outstanding school, we set 
aspirational targets for all pupils. 
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Rank order 

ÅAfter every formal examination, pupils 
are ranked based on their attainment 
and progress results across all subjects.  

ÅPositive competition encourages pupils 
to improve and monitor their own 
academic performances. 



Year 8 Report 



Example ς Year 8 
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Summary 

ÅtǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΩ, Ψ{ŜŎǳǊŜΩ or Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎΩΣ in 
relation to their end of year targets. 
ÅPupils are graded in the form of numbers 

(9-1), with grade 9 being the best grade. 
ÅPupils are ranked termly based on their 

performances in attainment and 
progress. 

 



Assessment and Grading 
System at Platanos 

College 



Year 9 English 
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Pupils will study key GCSE skills 

o Language analysis 

o Word level analysis  

o 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ό¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎΧύ 

o Comparison 

o Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

o Structural analysis 

o How to structure your own writing for effect 

o How to use appropriate language devices for a 
range of audiences, text types and purposes.  

 



In year 9, we begin preparation for the 
English GCSE courses.  

Pupils will study the following: 

Å{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ΨaŀŎōŜǘƘΩ 

ÅwƻōŜǊǘ [ƻǳƛǎ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
IȅŘŜΩ 

ÅDŜƻǊƎŜ hǊǿŜƭƭΩǎ Ψ!ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀǊƳΩ 

ÅRomantic poetry 

ÅVictorian Literature  

ÅNon Fiction texts  

 



The exam board have said: 
ά Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŀŘΣ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜȄŀƳǎΦέ 
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Changes to GCSE Literature 
More and more challenging content.  
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Modern drama 
Paper 2: 19th Century Novel, Edexcel poetry Anthology, 

Unseen poetry. 
 
 
Challenging content:  
άaŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǘǿƻΦ L ǎŀȅ ǘǿƻΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

the state of my own knowledge does not pass beyond 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΧ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŀ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 
be known for the mere polity of multifarious, 
ƛƴŎƻƴƎǊǳƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŜƴƛȊŜƴǎΦέ Jekyll and 
Hyde ς chapter 10 

 
 



GCSE English Language ς AQA 
GCSE English Literature ς Edexcel 

 
There is no coursework. 

 
 Pupils will sit four exams and will 

study two GCSEs in English.   



Reading and vocabulary  

ÅStudents need to read 
regularly 

- 20 minutes three times a 
week 

- Actively build vocabulary  

 

 

How can you help? 
-Help them choose their reading books and encourage them 

to challenge themselves 

-Listen to them read  

-Read to them  

-Discuss what their reading  and discuss newspaper articles 

with them 

-Talk about and introduce them to new vocabulary  



Become an expert 

It is a closed book exam.  

Students should access:  

- Revision material for all texts (CGP/ York 
Notes) 

- BBC Bitesize 
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Maths at  

Platanos College 



Core features of the new curriculum:  

Fluency  
Å Pupils become fluent in the fundamentals 

of mathematics, including through varied 

and frequent practice with increasingly 

complex problems over time.  



Core features of the new curriculum:  

Mathematical reasoning  
Å Pupils reason mathematically by following 

a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships 

and generalisations, and developing an 

argument, justification or proof using 

mathematical language.  

 

 



Core features of the new curriculum:  

Problem solving  
Å Pupils can solve problems by applying their 

mathematics to a variety of routine and 

non -routine problems  

 



Core features of the new curriculum:  

Conceptual understanding  

Pupils become fluent in the fundamentals of 

mathematics, including through varied and 

frequent practice with increasingly complex 

problems over time, so that pupils have 

conceptual understanding and are 

able to recall and apply their 

knowledge rapidly and accurately to 

problems.  
 



Mastering the maths  
Conceptual understanding  

Tom and Mary share some money in the ratio 3 : 2. Tom 

gets £12, how much does Mary get?  
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Pictorial  

A
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 Tom is 3 parts and £12  

One part: 12 ÷ 3 = £4 

Mary is 2 parts  

Mary: 4 x 2 = £8  

Mary has £8  



Mastering mathematics in Year 7  

Autumn 1  

 
Place value, addition and subtraction  

 
Autumn 2  

 
Place value, multiplication and division  

 
Spring 1  

 
Geometry: 2D shape in a 3D world  

 
Spring 2  

 
Fractions  

 
Summer 1  

 
Applications of algebra  

 
Summer 2  

 
Percentages and pie charts  

 



Autumn 1  

 
Number  

 
Autumn 2  

 
2-D geometry  

 
Spring 1  

 
3-D geometry  

 
Spring 2  

 
Algebraic expressions  

 
Summer 1  

 
Proportional reasoning  

 
Summer 2  

 
Statistics  

 

Year 8 Curriculum Map 



Year 9 Curriculum Map 

Foundations of KS4 

Foundation: 

 

Å Number 

Å Algebra 

Å Graphs, tables and charts 

Å Fractions and percentages 

Å Equations, inequalities and 

sequences 

Å Angles 

Å Averages and range 

Å Perimeter, area and 

volume 1 

Higher:  

 

Å Number 

Å Algebra 

Å Interpreting and 

representing data 

Å Fractions, ratio and 

percentages 

Å Angles and 

trigonometry 

Å Graphs 

Å Area and volume 




