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Editors' Welcome

WRITTEN BY THE EDITING TEAM

A very warm welcome to the very first
edition of the Platanos College KS4
Newsletter! We are proud to present this
publication for Autumn Term 2018.

Platanos College is a community school,
located at the heart of Lambeth: it was a
pleasure to pen these articles in the
voices of teenagers who were bom and
raised in this Borough.

This is not just any ordinary school
newsletter — it was written by KS4 pupils
for KS4 pupils. Each of the articles in this
Newsletter was conceived, planned,
researched and composed during after-
school English sessions.

We didn’t want this to be bone-dry; our
intention was to create an interesting,
thought-provoking and exciting
publication that also provides useful
information for our peers.

In this Newsletter you will find articles
about a range of issues, from the
potential impact of Brexit to top tips on
how to stay safe on social media.

We've even thrown in a couple of fun
quizzes for you to try out; think you know
the staff at Platanos College? Think
again!

A lot of enjoyment and dedication went
into creating this Newsletter, which we
believe covers many of the issues we
face as young people growing up in the
21st century, along with a celebration of
the academic excellence of Platanos
College pupils and intriguing facts about
the local area of Lambeth that we live and
study in.

— MIA ADEBOYE, ROBERT KARAPETIAN & JAELAN INGLIS

Qur thanks go to our teacher and
supervisor, Ms Thompson; this newsletter
would not be what it is now without her.

In addition, we would like to thank all of
the pupils who have contributed to this
publication, researching, writing and re-
drafting their articles for your perusal and
enjoyment.

And to you, our readers; it was our
intention to both inform and entertain our
fellow pupils through this Newsletter - we
sincerely hope that you enjoy reading it!
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This newsletter's cover was thumbnailed
and designed by Andave Ramdhun.

It's an amalgamation of symbols and
images that resonate with us as pupils,

Londoners and teenagers in general.

Kudos, Andave!
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REVISION TIPS

WRITTEN BY CAROLINA SANTOS & LANEY NEILSON

At Platanos College, revision is a crucial
way of maintaining our high standards to
ensure that we can fulfill our potential.

Reuvision brings you much closer to
success: it trains your mind, preparing
you further for your GCSEs. Don't forget
that if you fail to prepare, you prepare to
fail.

We have gathered some revision tips to
help you revise effectively and to achieve
your long and short-term goals.

« Firstly, make sure you maintain a
positive attitude consistently towards the
preparation of your revision! A negative
mindset will not help you work to your
best ability.

» Create a timetable: it'll prepare you
mentally to achieve your set revision
goals! Structured revision is the best
revision.

« Be sure to revise regularly in short
manageable chunks.

» Believe in yourself. You are always

more capable of achieving higher grades
than you think.
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« Take short breaks during revision so
you can concentrate when studying.

A proven method is revising in 25 minute
chunks and having five minute breaks:
this is called the Pomodoro technique.

+ Never leave revision till last minute!

» Making mind maps and flashcards are
known to be more effective as you are
more likely to remember key points using
such active revision techniques.

It is very important to make sure you
carry out revision to your best ability
throughout your journey here at Platanos
College.

This will enable you to achieve the grades
that you are aiming for.

To help you carry out
revision effectively, we have
interviewed a past pupil of
Platanos College and asked
her to share some of her
best tips!

Fransica Lopes achieved
dream GCSEs and hopes she
can help you to achieve
yours!
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Q. What revision methods did you
use to achieve such great results?

A. | revised consistently in my spare
time and took matters into my own
hands by teaching myself things | didn't
know. | re-read key notes too so that
they would be embedded in my mind—
ready for the exam.

Q. What advice would you give to
someone who is aspiring to get their
dream GCSE results?

A. My key advice is to prepare
beforehand rather than cramming it all
in days before. This is so that you're
prepared before the exams, so you can

just focus on key information rather
than rushing your studying.

have done better?

results. | wouldn't have changed
anything, except maybe Maths as it
was the only B | had got!

LEAPS AND BOUNDS

WRITTEN BY MIA ADEBOYE
Having some experience in the
workplace can mean the difference
between getting that college place or
job.

Your friends and family can be a great
boost; many people manage to access
placements by just asking people they
know!

There is a wide variety of work
experience opportunities, but so much
freedom of choice can be daunting to
all of us. Here's a little guidance to
give you the push you might need.

STEM ( Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths )

+-Accountancy, working in finance in
areas like Canary Wharf if accessible
* Working with corporations like GSK
* Helping out at your local clinic, a
pharmacy or a hospital

* Volunteering to aid your local vet

HUMANITIES

* Volunteering at museums, or
charities like the National Trust

* Working with your local newspaper
* Volunteering to help out at your local
library

* Participating in one of the many
media-oriented schemes provided by
Channel 4 or the BBC

ARTS

* Working with photographers

* Volunteering in small galleries, like
Studio 73 in Brixton or the GX in
Camberwell

* Finding placements at theatres like
the Young Vic or Southwark
Playhouse

* Volunteering to aid any Arts charities
in your area

Q. Were you proud of all your GCSE
results or do you think you could

A. Yes, | was extremely proud of my

Q. What did you learn from doing
your GCSEs?

A. | had learned how to be patient with
myself and my studies as | knew that
going over things once wouldn’t stick in
my mind— | had to go over things
several times in order to remember the
key information, which required
patience.

Q. How have your GCSEs helped
you with your future?

A. GCSEs have helped me a lot with
my A Levels. It allowed me to be able
to do all the subjects | wanted to do at
A-level. and led me to University.

| would say that GCSEs are most
important for the entrance of Sixth
Forms. Preparing for GCSEs taught me
to be patient and organised for the
future too.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A
MEMBER OF STAFF

WRITTEN BY CAROLINA SANTOS & REANNA JORDAN

We interviewed Ms Bajaj, who is a
Mathematics teacher and discussed her
educational experience and career to
date.

Q. How long have you been teaching
at Platanos College?

A. | have been teaching at Platanos
College for 3 years.

Q. Have you always aspired to
become a teacher?

A. No. At first | wanted to become an
accountant and enjoyed some aspects
of the study. However, as soon as |
realised what accountancy actually
was, | thought it was really boring and
didn’t think of it as something | wanted
to do in the future.

Q. So, when did you decide to
become a teacher?

A. Teaching was part of my life. | used
to teach my peers at school and help
them with any queries they had about
the work. As well as this, | did some
tutoring and found it really intriguing to
understand the needs of different
people. This was when | became
aware that teaching was my core skill
and something | wanted to do for the
rest of my life!
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Q. What university did you attend
and would you recommend it?

A. 1 did my BSc in India at Delhi
University; this is one of the top 10
Universities in India, so | do
recommend it. Then | moved to the UK
and did my MSc from Bangor
University, which has some excellent
professors.

When | realised teaching was my core
skill, | completed my PGCE at Bangor
University.

Q. What were your favourite and
least favourite subjects at school?

A. English was my favourite subject at
school because | really wanted to learn
how to speak it well as | had friends in
India who were fluent in it. My English
teacher motivated me; she encouraged
me to read books and watch English
movies so that | could improve my
speaking and understanding skills.
However, my least favourite subject
was History because my teacher was
not enthusiastic about the topics taught
in class. This led to me being
uninterested in the subject.

Q. Do you like being a teacher?

A. Being a teacher is very rewarding
because you have the opportunity to
see pupils understand the work and
engage in lessons! Although it can be
challenging, | believe that it is worth it
as it makes a difference to people's
lives.

Teaching can be
challenging, but 1
believe that it is
worth it as it
makes a
difference to
people’s lives.

Teaching was a
part of my life... |
became aware
that teaching was
my core skill and
something |
wanted to do.
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