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Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),
ANOTHER GOOD START TO THE ACADEMIC YEAR

It was good to meet so many of you at the Academic Revi®ay, on 19th September 2013.

1 Attendance was excellent on Academic Review Day.

Parent(s)/Carer(s) were extremely pleased that we have set such high expectations for pupils.

1 We have asked pupils to make five (5) levels of progress in Key Stagéhat is over Years 7, 8
and 9.

1 It means that our pupils are expected to work harder to reach their challenging targets.

1 We expect our pupils to demonstrate the skills and knowledge needed to study effectively in
Years 10 and 11 by the end of Year 9.

=

1 Thenational agenda has changed and we are duty bound to continue to set higher expectations

to ensure that our pupils pursue their future goalsreach the same platform as othepupils up
and down the country and indeed across the world.

1 Iam pleased to repa to you that our teachers are also working very hard to change their
curriculum plans to meetour higher expectations.

91 Pupils by and large accept that they will be tested regularly to ensure that they make the same
or better progress than other pupils upand down the country.

1 The pace (or speed) of learning is brisk, especially in Key Stage 3.

Is it right to set higher expectations? Absolutely. The investment in our pupils will reverberate
throughout their lives and beyond. Our country remains a "merito@cy". | believe that it is possible
with hard work and determination to achieve whatever you desire, despite the barriers in society.
Our motto is"Attitude Determines Altitude” . We teach our pupils that everything is possible if
they have the right atttude. It is logical for us to continue to improve our school by setting higher
expectations.

FOCU&EDMEETINGS WITH GROUPS OF PARE(g/CARER(S) NEXT TERM
There will be a series of additional meetings next term to enable us to continue to target kgsoups

of pupils, including those who are able, gifted and talente®etails will be sent to individual
parent(s)/carer(s) before the end of this half term.
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SAFEGUARDING
A GREATER FOCUS ONSAFETY

We start and end with the safety of our pupils.

Our Gowernors reviewed the Safeguarding Policies and Procedures with an external consultant at
the end of July 2013. This review was extremely positive. The external consultant commented
favourably on our Safeguardingvork. The Governors agreed to conduct an analreview of
Safeguarding with both parentgcarers and pupils in order to measure the impact of Safeguardin
and security on both parents/carersand pupils. The Governors also agreed to place greater focus
on e-Safety following the above review.

I would like to invite you to the following e-Safety Seminars for parent(s)/carer (s):

Year 7 Monday 4h November 2013, 4pmz 5pm
Years8 and 9 Wednesday & November 2013, 4pmz 5pm
Years 10 and 11 Friday 8" November 2013, 4pmz 5pm

Please arrive on timeTea andcoffee will beavailable during the sessions

Each seminar will consist of a brief introduction by our Designated Senior Manager for
Safeguarding, Ms. Williams (Assistant Headteachegnd Ms. Alexander (Assistant Headteher),
our e-SafetyCo-ordinator. Dr. Lok (Director of Administration) will also briefly speak to
parent(s)/carer (s) about Health and Safety issues generally throughout the school.

The introduction above will be followed by interactive sasions on eSafety for paren{s)/carer(s).
Parent(s)/Carer(s) will be able to assess some of the dangers pupils face on the internet as well as
cyber-bullying. These sessions will enable parentsarers to be clear about safety and boundaries
on the internet andhow to apply simple andeffective methods ofmonitoring for their children at

home.

Naturally, if it is necessary, we wilmeet smaller groups of parents/carersand individuals in order
to continue to support this important drive in our school.

We look forward to meeting you.

Finally , without hesitation or reservation, | believe that God is with us, especially with our
wonderful children. Always.

Yours sincerely,

J. Tapper
Headteacher
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Top Achievers in Year 11

Our Early Entry GCSProgramme hasbeensuccessfulthis year. Congratulationsgoto our Year 11
pupils who have achieved top grades in theigarly entry examinations in English and Maths

Top grades (A*/A) in GCSE English:

BALLESTEROS Patrick
THOMAS Phillip
BRISCOE Shamika
DAW Sean
FLOREZ Jerry
GRAY Shannon
HOANG Celia

LEE Hannah
MOULOUDI Fadia
OHUNTA Rebekah
RIBEIRO Vanessa
SISSE Sidya
WILLIAMS Domika

BROWN Ria
ABDI Faduma
BRYAN Joel
EDUSI Eniola

FORTUNATGCANDENGUE Paul

HARWOOD ShanKay
HUYNH Raymond
McKENZIE Nekeshia
MUGHAL Noor
OLAWALE Fifi
ROMER®AVILA Fabio
TAMAYO Kevin

Top grades (A*/A) in GCSE Maths:

ABDULAAHI Suleera
HUYNH Raymond
ALBUQUERQUE Joao
GRAY Shannon
MILLER Mark
RIBEIRO Vanessa
THAM Melissa

Top achievers in GCSEEnNglish: Patrick
Ballesteros, Ria Brown, Phillip Thomas, and

Amani Suleman.

BALLESTEROS Patrick
LEE Hannah

BRYAN Joel

HOANG Celia
MOHAMED Bilal
ROMER®AVILA Fabio
THOMAS Phillip
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SULEMAN Amani
AMOABENG Lydia
DALEY¥LONG Kasey eigh
ENNIS Daniel

GALE Hayley

HERSI Ayan

LE Thai

MILLER Sam

MURRAY Shentae
RAMSAYGILLETT Georgia
SARAIVA Catarina
TOMLINSON Shanice

HERSI Ayan

WILLIAMS Domika

ENNIS Daniel

MIAH Tufazzul
PEMBERTONVRIGHT Renee
TALEBI Amir

Top achievers in GCSE MathsPatrick
Ballesteros, Raymond Huynh, Domika Williams,
Suleera Abdulaahi, Ayan Hersi, and Hannah Lee.



Top Pupils in Year 10

Congratulations go to the following pupils for achieving excellenEHABORpoints so far this term.
The CHABOP merit system recognises achievementin Classwork, Homework, Attendance,
Behaviour, Organisation and Punctuality.

Melissa Rodigues 116 points

Deqga EImi 78 points

Bryony Bromfield 68 points

Shawn Steer 65 points

Mawa-Julia Bagate 60 points

Ewan Ackah 58 points

Zara Ahmed 45 points

Patrea PoweltFarquharson 43 points

Maklit Hannah 42 points

Stephanie Sousa 41 points -

Top CHABOP points in Year 10

A couple of ¢ar 10 pupils were asked how they managed to achieve such high tallies for their
CHABOP points. They had the following words of advice:

Bryony Bromfield ,10A3 saidO( AOA x1 OE AT A DPAOOAOAOAT AA EO

Dega EImi, 10A2 said:09 1 OO0 AOOEKOGAA vBA®TA@ 12000 AAI EAOA

Well done to the above pupildor demonstrating suchan effectivestart to the term!

Presidential Elections in Year 9

The Year 9 presidential elections took place in assembly on Wednesday18eptember 2013 Many
congratulations to the following pupils:

Class Presidents

Edward Adonteng 9A (Class President with 15 votes)

Adam Seridji 9A (Class Vice President with 5 votes)

Cameron French9B (Class President with 12 votes)

Nathaniel Asiedu-Opuku, 9B (Class Vice President with 6 votes)
Rafeeq Clarke9C (Class President with 9 votes)

Fadumo Ahmed9C (Class Vice President with 8 votes)

Daniel Payne9D (Class President with 25 votes)

Alina Talebi, 9W (Class President with 9 votes)

Tahani Mahmoud, 9W (Class Vice President with 7 votes)
Anabela Costa9H (Class President with 14 votes)

Abdullah Hassan9H (Class Vice President with 4 votes) Edward Adonteng , 9A
Jeffrey Tolosa Gambq®E (Class President with 11 votes) (Year Group President)
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Jovani Smith9E (Class Vice President with 4 votes)
Moesha Edwards9F (Class President with 11 votes)
Safiya AbdiNur, 9F (Class Vice President with 5 votes)
Fabio Moreira, 9G (Class President with 8 votes)
JovantaiSmith, 9G (Class Vice President with 7 votes)

Overall Year Presidents

Edward Adonteng 9A (Year Group President with 52 votes)
Rafeeq Clarke 9 Year Group Vice President with 37 votes)

Rafeeq Clarke, 9C(Year
Group Vice President)

Pupil Voice

The start of the new term has been busy Pupils have received their challenging targets through
their first Academic Review Day in September andlat of effort has gone into the first two weeks to
engage withpupil s.

A survey of pupik reveded that the pace of learning is good and the worlsichallenging. The pupil
voice questionnaires revealed the following:

T 0) xAO POAPAOAA AT A )8xAO EAPPU xEOE iU OAO

T O7TEAO x Alsthe teakhied wascsA welcomirg 8

T 67A CAO AOOAI Al U Alahpensé AAU O1 ETT x xEAO E

T O4EA OAETTI1 ET OAOOAAS3 OEIi A 11T OEA 1 AOEO OUOO
T O4EA EEOOO AAUO 1T &£ OAEITTIT xAB O xAll AAAAOOA
 @Ve are told toaim high andwe know what we should do to achieve our end of year targetd

T O! xdndedf clubs and activities ee availabled

St. John Ambulance 8ave A LifedCampaign

Our St. John Cadets were out on duty teachingembers ofthe | S \ v, s
public basic lifesaving first aid as part of the St. John

L § AOI Al A Aife@ambdigh. !

Shoppers at TescpoKennington, and the N1 Centre, Islington,
xAOA A@OOAIT AT U Ei DOAOOAA
knowledge and demonstrations.

The cadets also did amutstanding job of raising £41580 for

the organisation which will go towards further training and
resources!
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Our Cadets take part in a wide variety of activities and courses throughout the year including
T ACETT AT O1 600 AT A AT i bAOEOGETT O AT A EAOGA 1 AAA

Army Cadets at Platanos College

We are pleased tannounce that Platanos College has successfully started an Army Cadets unit in
DAOOT AOOEED x EOE thi ¢ear. Therhdét@icés @i to Yivelyduhgipeople the
chance to do some exciting and challenging activities with others of their own agll activities are
well supervised by responsible andvell trained adults who have all undergone an approved
selection process.

Young people are taught
how to work together as
groups within the
community, encouraging
them to become responsible
young adults. They
participate in outdoor
activities with proper
instruction and learn
valuable personal skills
which are recognised by
future employers. They will
also have the opportunity to

attend se\eral residential Platanos College pupils in the combined cadet force (CCF)
trips.

The Army Cadets are an important additiono school life. They meet and train every Mondayrom
d4pmtov Di h AO 308 $0O01 OOAT 80 3AET T I h #AO&E OAS8
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PGL Residential Trip

At the beginning of the term, our entire Year 7and Year 8 pupil groupshad a wonderful
opportunity to attend a PGL multiactivity residential trip over one weekendeachin EastSussex

Pupils participated in a host of activities includingorienteering, quad biking, climbing and zip wire.
The emphasisof the programme was on multiple skills: listening, leadership, teamworlbetween
peers, confidence building, perseverance and

communication.

Our pupil, Eva, saidO4 EA OOED Ei bOI OAA T U OEEII O

in making friends, which was useful as it is our
firstweek atOAET T 1 80

Juliet said:0) 1 AAOT O O 1TAOGAO ¢
O1 AGAOG 806

Another pupil, Tunde, said:0) 1T OAOAAI A

of heights and now | know that if you really focus

IT O1T i1 AGEET ¢ Ui O AAT OEOA:
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Consulting parent(s) and carer(s) about S afeguarding
A summary

We consulted parents and carers at the beginning of the termbout safeguarding and health and
safety at Platanos College. Thank you to those whesponded to the survey. There was a high level
of feedbackand the overall response from parents and carers was very positive

99% of parents/carers agreed that the school is a safe place for their children.
92% agreed that the school makes sure that pulp are well behaved.

86% thought that the school deals with unacceptable behaviour effectively.
87% thought that the school deals with bullying effectively.

89% agreed that their childwas not bullied at school.

= =4 =4 -8 -

(Respondents were given the optiono® OOOT 1 ¢Ci1 U ACOAAS8h OACOAASh OAIT 180 ETI

We are very pleased with the positive responses from parents and carei/e will continue to do
what is necessary to promote the welfare of our pupils and we will continue to ceult and address
any concerns raised by our parents and carers.

At Platanos College, we areommitted to safeguarding andorotecting the welfare of our pupils.Our
Designated Senior Person for Child Protection is Ms T. Williams .

There are also pupils in ach tutor group who are fully trained asAnti -Bullying Champions and
they meet regularly to discuss any issues that may arise.

The dedicated antibullying email address for both pupils and parent&arers to raise any issues
about bullying is abc@platanoscollege.com .
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